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HALL OF EXCELLENCE

In 2009 a proposal was made by the general membership to form an 
organization under the auspices of the Hastings High School Alumni 

Association (HHSAA) that would complement the high-profile success 
of its sports organization, the Ronald Wilson Lindemann Athletic Hall 
of Fame.  The focus would be intended to recognize the post high 
school successes and lifetime achievements of HHS alumni in the Arts 
& Sciences, Business, Law, Finance, Government, Religion and Public 
Service.  Within that scope to identify those grads whose lives exemplify 
models of excellence, dedication and humanity.  A motion was made 
and unanimously approved by the HHSAA Boad of Directors and 
general membership, and the campaign was immediately put in motion. 

Robert & Sue Gersky (’53) were selected to spearhead the project 
and set up the guidelines for nomination and future inductions. After 
months of preparation, countless hours of research and unflagging 
perseverance, they completed their massive task.  Later that year, on 
October 17, 2009 , the inaugural recognition ceremony and banquet 
was held for the aptly named HHS Hall of Excellence (HOE). That 
evening, five extraordinary individuals, including two Nobel Prize 
winners were inducted into the newly minted organization.  Since its 
inception the HHSAA has been privileged to honor alumni from all walks 
of life – including inventors, community advocates, an ecologist, a 
master ceramist and a renowned clarinetist to name just a few.

In 2013 Myrna Gulish (’55) took over the daunting task of continuing 
the HOE.  For six induction ceremonies Myrna diligently vetted the 
nominees and collaborated with her committee members to select the 
best of the best.  With high standards to follow, in 2025 Lorraine Johnson 
Usher (’65) and Nancy Maleska (’72) volunteered to head up the HOE. 

THE GUIDELINES FOR NOMINATION TO THE HALL OF EXCELLENCE:

•   The nominee must be a graduate of Hastings High School

•   The candidate’s personal achievements or body of work must have 
attained a recorded level of proficiency

•   The candidate’s record must reflect positively on HHS and its 
community



Hastings Southside Social & Athletic Club 
113 Southside Avenue 

Hastings-on-Hudson, New York 10706

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2025

Welcome to our 9th Hall of Excellence award ceremony. 
We are proud to induct nine HHS graduates into the Hall this year.
Honoree Presenter

Robert Bedoukian* John Chang 
Ann Sonkin Dawson Steve Wilson 
John Dehner* Stan Madyda 
Thomas Haines* Richard Tom 
Benjamin Katzenstein David Riggs 
Louis Peck Barbara Mullen 
Susanna Reich Barbara Francis 
Michael Timmeny Millie Koslap Sanchez 
Jean Zimmerman Lindsey Taylor 
*Posthumously

PROGRAM
Welcome 

Pledge of Allegiance 
Invocation

Presentation of Awards (3) 
Dinner

Presentation of Awards (3) 
Dessert

Presentation of Awards (3) 
Closing Remarks

HASTINGS HIGH SCHOOL

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION INC.
presents the

AWARD CEREMONY AND BANQUET

2025



BOARD OF DIRECTORS – 2025 
Stan Madyda ’73 – President 

Anthony Costantini ’11 – Vice President 
Mark Callahan ’73 – Secretary 

William Kennedy ’85 – Treasurer 
John Chang ’66 – Director 

Alan Fine ‘75 – Director 
Nancy Skultety Gagliardi ’75 – Director 

Greg Localio ’86 – Director 
Nancy Maleska ’72 – HOFChair/HOE Co-Chair 

Jess Black Puzzuoli ’00 – Director 
Lorraine Johnson Usher ’65 – HOE Co-Chair 

Gary Weinberg ‘80 – Director 
Raf Zaratzian ‘83 – Director

NON-BOARD MEMBERS 
Janet Farina Caligluri ‘79 Special Events- Communications 

Melinda Kaiser ’72 – Class Representative Liaison 
Jeanne Wester Newman ’69 – Artist & Author Coordinator

HALL OF EXCELLANCE 
SELECTION COMMITTEE – 2025

Nancy Maleska ’72 and Lorraine Johnson Usher ‘65 Co-Chairs

Mark Callahan ‘73 
John Chang ‘66 
Stan Madyda ‘73
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ROBERT H. BEDOUKIAN 
Chemist

Jay said, “Robert’s achievements as 
a chemist, inventor, businessman 

and community leader mark him as truly 
deserving of this honor.”

After Hastings, Robert received a chemical 
engineering degree from Tufts University 
and a Ph.D. in organic chemistry from 
Purdue University.  He then joined his 
father’s company, Bedoukian Research, Inc., 
which creates and manufactures chemical 
fragrance and flavor ingredients, many 
of which are used in everyday consumer 
products. Robert became president in 1986. 

During his nearly 40-year tenure, his company grew from a small 
domestic business to an international firm headquartered in Danbury, 
Connecticut, with branches in Switzerland and Singapore, serving 
businesses in 70 countries in North and South America, Europe, North 
Africa, Asia, and Australia. Always mindful of the environment, Robert 
also founded Bedoukian Bio which has become a world leader in insect 
pheromone synthesis, providing green alternatives to traditional harsh 
chemical insecticides.  Robert was awarded more than 80 patents.  

At home, Robert was community-minded, serving on the Boards of Ability 
Beyond and  Danbury Regional Hospice.  These organizations, as well as 
the Danbury Chamber of Commerce, Habitat for Humanity, the Danbury 
Mayor’s Office, and the Connecticut General Assembly, recognized him 
for his civic service.  In the industry, Robert served on the boards of the 
Research Institute for Fragrance Materials and the Fragrance Creators 
Association and received the latter’s distinguished service award.  He 
was a Board Trustee for the Armenian Museum 
of America.  After Purdue, he served on the 
Chemistry Advisory Committee and was named a 
Distinguished Alumni.  

Although Robert’s accomplishments were many, 
were he here today, he’d tell us his greatest 
achievement and satisfaction was his family: his 
wife of 47 years, Gail, their three sons, Matthew, 
David, and Philip, and their families, including his 
four grandsons.

Nominated by Jay Prather ‘66

- Class of 1966*

*July 2, 1948 – August 30, 2024   



ANN SONKIN DAWSON
Singer / Actor

While a college student working in a box 
office Off-Broadway, Ann Dawson met 

a manager who helped her put together an 
act and began booking her as a singer in 
nightclubs.  

That chance encounter started her show 
business career. She performed in leading 
supper clubs and hotels earning critical 
acclaim from New York to  Sydney, Australia 
where the Prime Minister caught her show 
and asked to meet her. Off-Broadway Ann 
appeared in Literary Disruption, Mamaleh! 
and Dorothy Parker: A Montage based on 
the author’s short stories. 

Other productions include Follies, Cabaret, Annie Get Your Gun, Zorba, 
My Fat Friend, Fiddler on the Roof and Funny Girl.  Playing Fanny Brice 
inspired Ann to write her one-woman show, The Ladies with Talent, 
Taste & Chutzpah, A Tribute to Fanny Brice, Barbra Streisand, Molly 
Picon and Sophie Tucker which she performed in theatres and concert 
halls all across the country. Television credits include The Tonight Show 
with Johnny Carson (moving Richard Rodgers to write her a fan note), 
Last of the Ninth (HBO pilot) and Ryan’s Hope. She was also in the film, 
Sordid Things.  

A Manhattan resident, Ann returned to the city’s cabaret scene.  
Appearing several times at the Metropolitan Room, she won a 2016 
Bistro Award as outstanding vocalist for Traveling Solo, her musical 
memoir which provides a backstage glimpse of a singer’s life.  Bistro 
reviewer, Roy Sander, wrote, “Polished and charming, Ann Dawson 
knows her way around a song, a stage and an 
audience.  Traveling Solo is an entertaining and 
thoroughly satisfying show.”

Nominated by Deborah Maher ‘62

- Class of 1962



JOHN DEHNER 
Actor

John Dehner Forkum was born in New York City in 
1915 where he spent his early childhood before 

his family relocated to Oslo, Norway and several 
other European cities.  While in Europe he began 
studying the theatre, fine arts and music.  Returning 
from Europe after his parents divorced, he settled in 
Hastings with his mother and two sisters.  Attending 
Hastings High School, he acted in plays along with 
his sister Amy and performed at charity events, 
dances and plays in the village.

Graduating in 1932, he enrolled in the Grand Central 
School of Arts in Manhattan.  When the family moved 
to the West Coast in 1934, he continued his fine 
arts studies at the University of California, Berkeley.  

There, he would act in campus productions and used his musical talents playing in 
three local dance bands.  He decided to return to New York to further study acting 
but soon realized that Hollywood offered more opportunities for acting jobs.  He 
joined his father, working as an animator at Walt Disney Studios.  He stayed for a year 
before joining the U.S. Army in early 1941.  By the end of the year, he was medically 
discharged.

During the war years, John began a career in radio. He was part of a team that won 
a Peabody Award for their coverage of the first United Nations conference in 1945.  
Radio Life Magazine said he had the “best radio voice” which led to numerous roles 
including Have Gun will Travel. During this time, he was professionally known as John 
Dehner.

In addition to acting on radio, he began appearing in motion pictures (125) and 
later on television. His versatility as an actor led him to portray a wide range of roles 
often in but not limited to westerns. Those included Rawhide, The Virginian, Bonanza 
and Wagon Train.  Some of his pictures were Thirty Seconds over Tokyo, State Fair 
and The Left Handed Gun,playing opposite Paul Newman.  On TV he was in The 
Andy Griffith Show, The 
Real McCoys, The Beverly 
Hillbillie’s, and The Twilight 
Zone.  All told, he appeared 
in 300 performances. John 
remained in California,  was 
married twice, having two 
daughters, Kristen and 
Sheila.  John died in Santa 
Barbara, California at the 
age of 76. 

Nominated by Stan Madyda ’73

- Class of 1932*

*November 23, 1915 – February 4, 1992



THOMAS HAINES
Biochemist/Activist

After graduating from Hastings High, Tom 
Haines attended the City College of New 

York with a B.S. in chemistry in 1957 and 
an M.S. in education in 1959. He received a 
PhD in chemistry from Rutgers University in 
1964, while already an assistant professor 
of chemistry at CCNY. He became a full 
professor in 1972, a position he held until 
his retirement in 2007. During this time, 
he conducted research on the bizarre 
protozoan Ochromonas danica, and taught 
biochemistry both at CCNY and at the CUNY 
Graduate Center.

In 1971, Dr. Haines persuaded the new president of CCNY, Dr. Robert 
Marshak, that the college needed a biomedical program, directed 
especially at the minority and immigrant students in the Harlem 
neighborhood of the college. This unique  6-year program would 
accept students right out of high school into the first academic years of 
medical school, sending them for the clinical years to a consortium of 
established medical schools. The school accepted its first students in 
1973 as the Sophie Davis School of Biomedical Education. It continues 
today as the City University School of Medicine.

In 1960, Dr. Haines married artist Adrienne 
Rappaport. They had one daughter in 1969, Avril 
Haines, former Director of National Intelligence 
in the Biden Administration. After Ms. Rappaport 
died in 1985, Dr. Haines married Mary Cleveland 
in 1986.

In 2019, Dr. Haines published his autobiography, 
A Curious Life: From Rebel Orphan to Innovative 
Scientist. He died of Alzheimer’s in 2023 at age 90.

Nominated by Jay Palomino ’52

- Class of 1952*

*August 9,1933 – December 17, 2023



BENJAMIN KATZENSTEIN 
Business

Ben graduated HHS in 1976, ranked 
96/176, below average academically. 

He attended Jacksonville University, 
Jacksonville, FL, as a business major, 
and did very poorly academically. Noted 
however an intellectual difference between 
HHS and JU. Transferred to Ithaca College. 
Academic performance again below par. 
Applied to study abroad, was rejected 
due to 1.9 GPA. Dropped Out/Leave of 
Absence. Bought Pickup truck, built cabin 
on it, traveled periphery of continental USA 
for 25 weeks, 20,000 miles and 32 states, 
alone.  He returned to Ithaca College, 

majoring in Politics.  He noted in his travels an ability to establish 
rapport with a wide range of folks.  He focused his studies on Franklin 
D. Roosevelt’s leadership. Applied to The Culinary Institute of America, 
in Hyde Park NY, which is also home to FDR’s home and presidential 
library. ‘Killed two birds with one stone;’ studied food business and FDR 
simultaneously. Graduated CIA December 1983. 

Between 1976 and 1983 while attending college Ben traveled 
extensively around the world. 

In 1890 Ben’s great grandfather started the family business of flavoring 
ice cream in lower Manhattan & then moved the company to a  Bronx 
facility which was a 15,000 sq. ft three floor building.  Only about a 
dozen employees worked there & half were family members. 

In January of1984 Ben joined SKW and they moved to 30,000 sq. ft. in 
Rockland County.

He bought a horse 1985 and ended up meeting 
future wife Barbara at the stable.

In 1986 they bought a house with a horse barn in 
Warwick NY, where they raised their two sons, Alex 
and Gabe, where they still live today.  Over the 
years, he bought all other family members’ shares 
in Star Kay White. They now have 180,000 sq. ft.  
in four buildings on a fifteen-acre campus, and 
employ 155, of which three are family (Ben and his 
two sons Alex and Gabe), and produce 35 million 
pounds of ice cream flavoring ingredients annually.

Nominated by Patty Chemka Speranza ‘76

– Class of 1976



LOUIS M PECK
Journalist

Louis Peck has focused on government 
and politics as a reporter and editor at 

the national, state and local level for nearly a 
half-century.

Peck arrived in the Washington, D. C. area 
in 1978, and for three decades covered 
and supervised coverage of Congress and 
national politics.  In 1991, he helped to 
launch National Journal’s Congress Daily, 
of which he was editor -in-chief until 2010.  
Earlier, he was editor of Campaigns and 
Elections magazine and a congressional and 

national political correspondent for the Washington bureau of Gannett 
newspapers.

Peck continues to monitor the Washington political scene as a 
contributor to the biennial Almanac of American Politics; he is a senior 
author of the Almanac’s forthcoming  2026 edition, and served in a 
similar role for Almanac’s editions published in 
2016, 2018, 2020, 2022 and 2024.

Currently, Peck is a contributing editor for 
Maryland Matters, an online publication he 
co-founded seven years ago to provide daily 
coverage of government and politics in the 
state capital of Annapolis and around Maryland.  
He also is a contributing editor for Bethesda 
Magazine, where he writes regularly about 
politics in Montgomery County, Maryland’s most 
populous jurisdiction. A graduate of Brown 
University with a bachelor’s degree in American 
history, Peck divides his time between residences in Silver Spring, Md 
and Earleville, Md on the Chesapeake Bay’s Eastern Shore – which he 
shares with his wife Nancy, a fellow journalist, and their rescue dog. 

Nominated by Barbara Mullen ’69

– Class of 1969  



SUSANNA REICH 
Author

Susanna Reich earned a B.F.A. from 
N.Y.U.’s Tisch School of the Arts and 

performed/taught dance before becoming a 
floral designer. For ten years she designed 
weddings and special events, including 
Julia Child’s 80th birthday party and a dinner 
in honor of the Emperor of Japan. Later, 
inspired by the illustrator, T’ai Chi teacher, 
and Hasting’s resident Ed Young, Susanna 
began writing children’s books.

 Now an award-winning author, her honors 
include the Rip Van Winkle Award for 
Outstanding Contributions to Children’s 

Literature, the Tomás Rivera Mexican American Children’s Book Award, 
the International Latino Book Award, and the National Council of 
Teachers of English Orbis Pictus Honor. Susanna’s books have been 
named to Best Book lists by the American Library Association, Kirkus, 
Booklist, NY Public Library, and Bank Street College. Titles include 
Pass the Baby; Stand Up and Sing! Pete Seeger, Folk Music and the 
Path to Justice; Fab Four Friends: The Boys Who Became the Beatles; 
Minette’s Feast: The Delicious Story of Julia Child 
and Her Cat; Painting the Wild Frontier: The Art 
and Adventures of George Catlin; José! Born to 
Dance; and Clara Schumann: Piano Virtuoso.

 A former Chair of PEN America’s Children’s 
Book Committee, Susanna credits HHS English 
teacher Charles O. Aschmann with providing 
the foundation for her success as an author. 
She lives in Briarcliff Manor with her husband, 
children’s book author Gary Golio, whom she 
met on the train from Grand Central to Hastings 
in 1978. They are the proud parents of noted 
photographer Laurel Golio.  

Nominated by Barbara Frances O’Neil ‘71

– Class of 1971



MICHAEL TIMMENY 
Senior VP/Chief of Staff

Michael Timmeny, an accomplished 
public service and corporate 

government relations leader, has deep roots 
in Hastings-on-Hudson to which he arrived 
as an infant with his parents John and 
Grace Maguire Timmeny and siblings Nancy 
(Burke), John and Patrick. After graduating 
from St. Matthew’s School in 1965 and 
Hastings High School in 1969—where he 
served as Editor of The Yellowjacket—
Michael earned a BA in History from Harpur 
College at Binghamton University in 1973.

His dedication to Binghamton continues 
through service on the University Foundation Board and an endowed 
scholarship for students pursuing public service careers. On May 17, 
2025, he received an Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters from SUNY.

Michael’s distinguished 21-year Capitol Hill career included serving as 
Chief of Staff to Senator Patty Murray and Representatives Anna Eshoo, 
Joseph P. Kennedy II, Chuck Schumer, and Ted Weiss. His political 
journey began with Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm and included 
work as district director for Representative Peter Peyser in his district, 
which included Hastings-on-Hudson.

After briefly serving as Vice President of Policy 
for the American Electronics Association, Michael 
established the Washington office of Cisco, a 
global technology company, in 1998. During 
his 25-year tenure, concluding as Senior Vice 
President and Chief Government Strategy Officer, 
he led global initiatives shaping technology 
policies, promoting broadband adoption, and 
maintaining global competitiveness, earning 
him a position on Cisco’s Executive Leadership 
Team.

Michael is married to Catherine Connor. They 
have two adult children: Matthew, who lives in Washington, DC with 
wife, Jessica Fuhrman, and Grace, who resides in London.

Nominated by  
Millie Koslap Sanchez ‘69

– Class of 1969



JEAN ZIMMERMAN 
Author

Jean Zimmerman has published critically 
praised fiction and nonfiction. Her 

books include Tailspin (Doubleday, 1995) 
about intrepid female Navy jet pilots; 
Raising Our Daughters: How Sports Can 
Build Self-Esteem and Save Girls’ Lives 
(Doubleday, 1998, with Gil Reavill); Made 
From Scratch: Reclaiming the Pleasures of 
the American Hearth (Free Press, 2003), 
about heroic homemakers; The Women of 
the House: How a Colonial She-Merchant 
Built a Mansion, a Fortune, and a Dynasty 
(Harcourt, 2006) about powerhouse fur 
trader Margaret Hardenbroeck and her 

Colonial descendants; and Love, Fiercely: A Gilded Age Romance 
(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2012), which focused on philanthropists I.N. 
Phelps Stokes and Edith Minturn. In her historical novels, Zimmerman 
created a fictional heroine from Dutch New York in The Orphanmaster 
(Viking, 2012) and a feral-child turned Gilded-Age debutante in Savage 
Girl (Viking, 2014). 

Since 2015 she has worked as a Certified Arborist and has broad 
experience in the tree industry. A New York State Urban Forestry 
Council board member, she edits the nonprofit newsletter Taking 
Root. For three years she chaired the Tree Preservation Board in her 
hometown.

An honors graduate of 
Barnard College, Zimmerman 
earned an MFA in writing from 
Columbia University School 
of the Arts. She serves on the 
board of Friends of the Old 
Croton Aqueduct and has 
worked as an educator for 
Save Ellis Island, interpreting 
the iconic place’s long-
abandoned hospital complex. 
She has been a multi-term Fellow at the Catwalk Arts Institute. She 
maintains a website at jeanzimmerman.com. She lives with her husband 
in Hastings-on-Hudson.

Nominated by Josefa Mulaire ’75

– Class of 1975



ESTEEMED MEMBERS 
of the  

HHS HALL OF EXCELLENCE 

1931 – Stephen Lysak* 1963 – Jack E. McCallum 
1936 – John Lysak* 1963 – Patricia Mehlhop 
1943 – William R. Daley 1964 – Elizabeth ‘Liz” Gaynes 
1944 – Julius R. Chemka* 1965 – Stephen Collins 
1945 – Donald P. Gregg* 1966 – John Chang 
1950 – William H. Bohnert 1966 – Vanessa H. Merton 
1950 – Bernard J. O’Brien 1966 – Mary Koslap-Petraco 
1951 – August Augie Andronica 1968 – William Finkeldey 
1951 – Donald Maricle 1969 – Jeanne Wester Newman 
1951 – Julia Scott Maser* 1975 – Stephen Bass 
1951 – Paul Perreten 1976 – Clint DeGanon 
1951 – Edmund “Ned” Phelps 1976 – Sandra Gingas 
1953 – G. Michael Howard* 1976 – John Nyemchek 
1953 – Ronald H. Jesberg 1976 – Staton Rabin 
1954 – Robert L. Guyett 1978 – Marian E. Porges 
1955 – Myrna Gulish 1978 – Deborah Alligood White 
1955 – Mitzi Mallina Wertheim 1980 – Maud Tucker 
1956 – Thomas F. Pike 1981 – Andrew Michael Simon 
1958 – Franklin A. Davis 1986 – Laura VanWie McCrory 
1959 – Jeffrey M. Camhi 1986 – John Melvin Jr. 
1959 – William H. Ewen Jr. 1986 – Philip J. Weiser 
1959 – Robert H. Hirst 1987 – Lee R. Kaiser 
1962 – F. John Adams* 1990 – Andrew Berends* 
1962 – Robert C. Merton 2000 – Anne Dekas 
1963 – Jonathan F. Lillard 
 
 
*Inducted Posthumously



THE HHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, INC.
A not for profit tax deductible – charitable organization under New York State law

OUR MISSION:
“The mission of the HHS Alumni Association is to actively engage 
alumni and foster a lifelong connection with HHS; provide scholarships 
to future alumni, recognize and celebrate alumni achievements and 
promote a spirit of unity and pride”

The HHSAA operates from annual dues and contributions.  You can 
become a member for just $25 per year! 

JOIN US!

The HHS experience lasts a lifetime!

WWW.HOHALUMNI.ORG

Thank you for joining us tonight for this wonderful event, we hope you 
enjoyed yourself.

Congratulations again to our newest members of this notable Alumni 
Organization, you are among the best of the best!  

Thank you to everyone who lent a helping hand to make this memorable 
event possible.

Thank you to our caterer “the Bistro Boys” for a delicious meal!

The Bistro House · 16 Main Street · Hastings on Hudson, NY  10706
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