
The Galloping Ghost of the Alaskan Coast
Paul Perreten

Paul Perreten in ter viewed his
Hastings High School friend, Jared
Myers, about his his toric jour ney.

The Cold War

Sixty years ago, in 1957, the

Cold War be tween the West and

So viet Rus sia was es ca lat ing.

Across the world the U.S. and

other NATO mem bers searched

the skies for in com ing So viet

bomb ers, which sought to pen e -

trate the arcs of de fense along the

shores of the North Amer i can con -

ti nent. 

The land based DEW (Dis tant

Early Warn ing) line of ra dar and

sup port sta tions was con structed

from Alaska east, across Can ada to 

the At lan tic Ocean, a dis tance of

4,000 miles. Their pur pose was to

de tect So viet planes, and then

warn the Air Force and Na val Air,

so they could be in ter cepted and

de stroyed be fore bomb ing our cit -

ies and mil i tary fa cil i ties. 

Even tu ally there were 6 main

ra dar sta tions sup ported by 23

aux il iary and 28 in ter me di ate sta -

tions, em ploy ing about 7,600 mil i -

tary and ci vil ian per son nel.

How to sup port and sup ply

these fa cil i ties was an on go ing

puz zle, due to the non-ex is tent

roads and air ports, the haz ard ous

Arc tic weather with its no to ri ous

cold, gales, ice bergs, treach er ous

seas, and sun less days most of the

year. It be came ob vi ous that the

only route to points near these

bases was by sup ply ships in the

sum mer months when the Arc tic

Ocean, sea pas sages, coves and

straits were mostly free from ice.

The United States re quired an 

al ter nate pas sage from the Pa cific

along the Alas kan coast, as well as

from Baffin Bay to the in te rior

coast line. In those days no charts

ex isted of the coast line to en able

mar i ners to pi lot and nav i gate the

frigid and dan ger ous wa ters.

There were no nav i ga tional aids

such as buoys and land marks to

aid a nav i ga tor in plot ting his

ship’s course.

So, the fa mous North west

Pas sage was still an un cer tainty

for sail ors and ships at sea. The

route was long sought by fa mous

ex plor ers such as Co lum bus, Cook, 

Hud son, Frank lin and oth ers, with 

tre men dous sac ri fice and loss of

life. In the 1950s the U.S. Coast

Guard was as signed the mis sion to

un ravel the mys tery and cre ate the 

route through this wa tery world—

to en able freight ers and sup ply

ships to re sup ply the DEW Line fa -

cil i ties and men. Spe cif i cally, its 

mis sion be came three-fold: (1) to

find and chart a us able, deep draft

(18 ft.) pas sage way; (2) con duct a

hy dro graphic sur vey to com plete

the sur vey started in 1955 and

1956, and (3) mark the pas sage

with aids to nav i ga tion (buoys and

land tow ers). 

Thus, on July 1, 1957 an epic

story of mar i time ad ven ture be gan 

from Se at tle, Wash ing ton into the

North west Pas sage when United

States Coast Guard En sign Jared

Y. Myers, from Hastings-on-Hud -

son, New York, Deck and Watch

Of fi cer, set sail aboard USCGC

STORIS, W-38.

The Gal lop ing Ghost 

Af fec tion ately known as "The

Gal lop ing Ghost of the Alas kan

Coast", the Coast Guard Cut ter

STORIS (W-38)1 had a long and dis -

tin guished ca reer. She was

launched in 1942 with a length of

230’ ,  a beam of 43’ , with a draft of

15’, one elec tric mo tor, driven by

3-8 cyl in der die sel en gines, sin gle

screw with a top speed of 14 knots.

Af ter WWII, her ar ma ment was

mod i fied to peace time uses, a he li -

cop ter as signed and land ing plat -

form in stalled, and other mod i fi ca -

tions and im prove ments com -

pleted. Bow re in force ment was un -

der taken in the 1950s for better

safety in the ice berg wa ters of the

Be ring Sea and Arc tic Ocean when

she was as signed to spe cial duty in

the North west Pas sage.

The Sailor

Jared Y. Myers grad u ated

from Hastings High School in

19512 and then from Co lum bia

Uni ver sity in 1955. He was ac -

cepted into the Coast Guard’s of fi -

cer train ing four-month OCS pro -

gram which led to a com mis sion as

En sign and ac tive duty.  Jared was

or dered aboard STORIS, re port ing 

for duty in Sep tem ber, 1956, in Se -

at tle, WA His brother, Rich ard

grad u ated in 1947 from HHS

where their fa ther had been prin ci -

pal and their mother was em -
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Jared Myers

A for mer long time Hastings res i -
dent, Paul Perreten now lives in Old
Saybrook, CT. He grad u ated from
Hastings High School in 1951.



ployed as a mem ber of the of fice

staff. .

Out ward Bound

“Out ward Bound” sig ni fies the
mo ment when a ship leaves her
moor ing and com mits her self to open
sea, with all its un known haz ards
and ad ven tures. It is a re oc cur ring
dem on stra tion of hu man no bil -

ity—out of de sire to seek and de ter -
mine our own des tiny, no mat ter
what the chal lenge. – Anon y mous

STORIS, in com pany with two

smaller sis ter cut ters, BRAM BLE

and SPAR, got un der way from Se at -

tle on July 1, 1957. The Cap tain of

STORIS and flo tilla com mander of

the three ships, was Com mander

H.L. Wood. STORIS had a crew of 10

of fi cers, 115 en listed and Cap tain

Wood’s 13 year old son, Tim o thy.

BRAM BLE and SPRAY each had six

of fi cers and 64 sail ors aboard.

Jared de scribes the first leg of

the jour ney in a let ter to his

mother in Hastings dated July 11,

1957:
Trip from Se at tle to Unimak

Pass in the Aleu tians was fairly
good for a change. Was only rough
for a cou ple of days, or maybe I al -
ready told you. Ice con di tions were
good so we did n’t stay. Any way we
went through Unimak on the 8th,
Be ring Straits on the 10th.Will be at
Pt. Bar row to mor row.

Winds have been fa vor able and
it looks like we won’t have to break
any ice till we get to Herschel Is land.

He gives us a sense of the

sun’s con stant pres ence at that

time of year:
Sun did n’t set till last night.

Won’t again un til the mid dle of Au -
gust. It’s now 10:30 PM and the sun
is high in the sky and the tem per a -

ture is in the 50s.

East erly be -

yond Pt. Bar row he

re called that “the

sig nif i cant area of

op er a tion was in the

Beau fort Sea, Cor o -

na tion Gulf, Simp-

son Strait, Boothia

Pen in sula and

Bellot Strait. There

it is, that’s the

North west Pas -

sage.”

On July 17,

STORIS led the task

force into Amundsen 

Gulf. The ships made and re corded

soundings, courses and depths,

mak ing their way east erly along

the coast. By July 23 and un til Au -

gust 2nd, the flo tilla barely made

head way through heavy ice in Dol -

phin Strait, Un ion Strait and

Queen Maud Gulf. Dur ing that

stretch a near miss and col li sion

took place on July 29th.

Ice pressed against STORIS,

push ing her up wards against

SPAR, holding the two ves sels to -

gether. Jared re ported:
One morn ing I woke up and

heard a boat right out side my port -
hole - so I go out and look and SPAR
is try ing to back away.

An other view with po ten tial

dan ger to life and sur vival from

SPAR’s log book:
Ex treme ice pres sure hold ing

STORIS in con tact with this ves sel’s
port side. Fend ers rigged. Un able to
maneuver. Propellors and rud ders
blocked by  ice.

The ships were so close to -

gether that sail ors were pass ing

cig a rettes from one ship to the

other. The ice had pushed SPAR up

and into STORIS’ hull. The next

day STORIS was freed up by the

force of wind and wa ter, push ing

the ves sel off the ice.

Then on Au gust 1, the DEW

line be came op er a tional. The ves -

sels pro ceeded through Dol phin

and Un ion Straits on Au gust 5th

and then Deare Strait on the 6th,

through breaks in the ice near the

shore line of Vic to ria Is land. Ca na -

dian au thor i ties then per mit ted

the crew to go ashore at Cam bridge 

to visit a Hud son Bay Trad ing Post

and RCMP out post, two mis sions

and a na tive vil lage close by.

Once the flo tilla got un der way 

af ter the crew’s visit ashore,

soundings, sun sites and ra dar

fixes con tin ued en abling the plot -

ting crew to cre ate new charts for

nav i ga tion. Jared ex plained the

me chan ics of their ef fort:
The way we got these charts

done is that we would try to fix a po -
si tion and send a boat out on tracks;
we would co or di nate a ra dar fix
with the sound ing (by the boat crew).
They would then bring back the data
and the hy grom e ter guys would plot
it out. We would make cop ies of the
new chart and dis trib ute them to  the 
MATS freight ers be hind us, the ones
fol low ing our lead through the most
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USCGC STORIS, W-38.

STORIS and SPAR locked to gether 
in the ice.



dan ger ous shal low and nar row
passages.

An other dan ger al ways

lurked—run ning aground in the

shal low wa ters near the coast line.

Ac cord ing to Jared:
There was an other night I was

run ning tracks (as Watch Of fi cer on
the bridge) back and forth. Again,
the hy grom e ter (in stru ment that
mea sures depth of the wa ter) started
com ing up and I backed off; it’s the
mid dle of the night, so I sent the
quar ter mas ter down to get the Cap -
tain. The guys down on the mess
deck said you could hear a thunk.
You could see mud boil ing. I just
backed the ship. I was scared to
death. 

The quar ter mas ter re turned to
the bridge and told me the Cap tain
sat up with his legs over his bunk,
but then went to bed. I guess he
trusted me, but I was scared so much
that, can you be lieve, I ac tu ally got
lost. The land masses were not where
they were sup posed to be. The Ex ec u -
tive Of fi cer came up later in the
morn ing to see how I was do ing. I
said “Sorry, but I’m lost.  I don’t
know how to get to where we’re sup -
posed to be.” He fi nally fig ured it out.

He may have been scared, but

he pulled the ship from a very dan -

ger ous sit u a tion in a sea man like 

man ner and called the Cap -

tain--very cool.

Those were the days, six de -

cades ago, be fore GPS and in stan -

ta neous fixes of  lon gi tude and lat i -

tude, the days when sea cap tains

and crew still nav i gated in the 18th 

and 19th cen tury mode; when, to

find a po si tion at sea, the nav i ga -

tor used a sex tant, stars, moon and

sun ta bles, and then plot ted the

points on a chart. The STORIS crew

did it the old-fash ioned way. They

went ashore at var i ous land ings

when avail able to build nav i ga tion

tow ers so a ship’s nav i ga tor in the

fu ture could take bear ings on them 

while pi lot ing along the coast.

Home ward Bound

Fi nally on Sep tem ber 6, the

three ships com pleted their hy dro -

graphic soundings in James Ross

Strait and the west ern ap proach to 

Bellot Strait. HMCS LAB RA DOR, a

Ca na dian Arc tic pa trol ship es -

corted them into the ice free wa ters 

of the east ern side  of the North -

west Pas sage. The three ship con -

voy STORIS, BRAM BLE and SPAR

pro ceeded through Baffin Sound,

and down the east ern sea board.

SPAR sailed di rectly to her

homeport in Bris tol, R.I., while

STORIS and BRAM BLE sailed to

Boston. On Sep tem ber 24, 1957 a

cer e mony was held at the

Charleston Navy Ship yard where

they were wel comed with great joy

and ac claim.

Not long af ter wards STORIS

got un der way for New York City,

where a grand re cep tion awaited

her and the crew. To com plete the

cir cum nav i ga tion of the North

Amer i can Con ti nent, she set sail

on her fi nal leg down the East

Coast, through the Pan ama Ca nal, 

and up the West Coast, ar riv ing

back at her home port in Se at tle.

STORIS and crew had sailed

forth to com plete her sur vey ing

mis sion. In do ing so she ac com -

plished two no ta ble mar i time

achieve ments fol low ing in the

wakes of the great est Arc tic ex -

plor ers of the past: the first Amer i -

can ship to tran sit the North west

Pas sage from the Pa cific to the At -

lan tic, a 4,000 mile ad ven ture, and 

the cir cum nav i ga tion of the North

Amer i can con ti nent.

Sem per paratus!3

Foot notes

1.  STORIS is pro nounced Store-iss, like in
‘hiss’. It is a Dan ish word mean ing Big Ice.
A  friend of mine whose first lan guage is
Dan ish says the word is pro nounced

“Store-ease” in Dan ish.

2.  Full Dis clo sure: we were class mates in
high school and he was your writer’s god fa -
ther in 1949 when I was bap tized at Grace
Epis co pal Church, Hastings-on-Hud son,
N.Y., a sailor’s church if there ever was one.
The his tor i cal build ing was funded in part
from a gift, by Ad mi ral Da vid Glas gow
Farragut, the source be ing a por tion of his
prize money from the Bat tle off Mo bile Bay
dur ing the Civil War.  Jared and I have kept 

in touch over the years.

3.  The Coast Guard motto mean ing “Al -

ways Ready.”
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4.  In ter view with Jared S. Myers at his
home in Elmira, New York on July 24, 2016.
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mem o ra bilia.
6.  U.S. Coast Guard - STORIS his tory
7. Across the Top of the World - USCG
North west Pas sage, 1957 by Se nior Chief
Petty Of fi cer P.J. Capelotti, Ph.D., USCGR, 

USCG His to rian’s Of fice.
8.  The Poles, Life Na ture Li brary, 1962.
9.  Es sen tial World At las, 3rd Edi tion, Ox -

ford, 2001.
10.  The Dis cover ers,  Dan iel J. Boorstin,

Ran dom House, 1985.
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Map of the trip of the STORIS

Cut ting through the ice.




